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A M E L I A  I S L A N D  M U S E U M  O F  H I S T O R Y ’ S 

JAILHOUSE MUSE 
 

 

This year we are featuring a mixture of 

new and historic homes in downtown Fer-

nandina Beach on Friday, December 3 

and Saturday, December 4, 2021 from 

10:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

Last year’s tour was so successful, we 

have opted to go with online ticket sales 

only again. See all five homes for $35 or 

choose as many as you would like to see 

for $7 per home. Another advantage to 

this is that you can still space out seeing 

the homes over the two days of the Tour.  

Visit our website for more information on 

the homes on this year’s Tour, view a 

copy of the map, and of course, pur-

chase  tickets: 

https://ameliamuseum.org/holiday-home

-tour/ 

If you have difficulty with purchasing tick-

ets, call the Holiday Home Tour Line at 

904-254-0240. See you in December! 

Fall 2021 

15th Annual Holiday Home Tour 

Art Exhibit Update 
If you have not had a chance to come and see 

the current temporary exhibit The Cuba Connection 

featuring art by artists from Baracoa, Cuba, stop on 

by the museum. Posters are for sale, but hurry up! 

Our next exhibit debuts in mid-December 2021, 

which means that the current exhibit will close on 

December 8th.  
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Fall 2021 

LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 
Last month we celebrated our Hispanic heritage with two wonderful 

events. On September 17, as part of our monthly 3rd on 3rd lecture series, 

the Museum hosted the opening of a poster exhibition of Cuban art cre-

ated by artists from Baracoa, Cuba. The opening was accompanied by 

a lecture by Museum Board member Berta Arias who spoke on the con-

nection between Baracoa and Fernandina Beach through the Cuban 

revolutionary Jose Marti and his stay on the island in the 1890s. Because 

trade restrictions did not allow us to import the art itself, the Museum ar-

ranged for photographs to be taken of each piece and printed here in 

Fernandina on high quality posters. These will remain on display in our 

temporary gallery until December. If you were unable to attend the 

opening, I urge you to stop by the Museum to view these evocative pho-

tos and expand your perspective of our Cuban connection.  

 

Our Fiesta de Santa Maria took place on the morning of September 18, near the Fernandina’s 

farmer’s market on 7th Street. Depicting Domingo Fernandez, José Martí, and Maria Mattair, living 

history volunteers roamed the marketplace greeting local residents and welcoming visitors. A gui-

tarist strummed Spanish music while flamenco dancers entranced the audience with their intricate 

steps and fiery flare. Local dance academy students finished off the morning’s activities, entertain-

ing everyone with their coordinated routines.  

 

The first three days of this month brought us “Falling for Shrimp,” a mini version of our annual Shrimp 

Fest, which is traditionally held the first weekend in May. As usual, the Museum had its gumbo 

shack outside the Palace Saloon where we dished out our fabulous shrimp gumbo. And, we ran 

out of gumbo by early afternoon on the Sunday. Actually, this was quite unexpected since at-

tendance was less than half of normal May attendance, yet we had cut back production by only 

forty percent. I guess our reputation for serving the best gumbo east of New Orleans continues de-

spite a two year absence! 

 

Coming up in early December is our annual Holiday Home Tour when the Museum hosts a tour of 

a few of Fernandina’s historic homes decorated for the holiday season. Tickets went on sale at the 

beginning of October and, like last year, are being sold for individual home entry rather than as a 

package. And, like last year, admittance is limited due to safety. So, if you are interested in seeing 

a glimpse of our past, I suggest you purchase your tickets early. 

 

On a more personal note, I would like to take this opportunity to thank those of you who have vol-

unteered at the Museum over the past six months. Whether you were a greeter, docent, gardener, 

tour guide or a committee member, I appreciate your willingness to give of your time during this 

stressful period. I know many of you have put in far more hours at the Museum than you had antic-

ipated and for that the Museum is deeply in your debt. Hopefully, the situation will improve over 

the next few months, allowing some of our absent volunteers to return and possibly motivate a few 

of our new Museum members to join our volunteer force. 

 

Everyone, please stay safe and healthy, 

 

Rob 

CHAIR 

Rob Hull 
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Treasure of the Quarter 

Fall 2021 

 

From the desk of archivist 

Ronda Outler 

       Hurricanes and severe storm dam-

age are not something we experi-

ence too often in Fernandina 

Beach, Florida. That was not the 

case on October 2, 1898. An un-

named hurricane made landfall 

on Cumberland Island in Camden 

County, Georgia, causing record 

storm surge flooding. The hurri-

cane caused heavy damage 

throughout the region including 

Fernandina, and killed at least 179 

people in the region. The impact 

was most severe in Brunswick, 

Georgia where a 16 ft (4.9 m) 

storm surge was recorded. 

Such intensity ranked the hurri-

cane tied for the 16th strongest 

United States landfall. Almost a 

century after the hurricane, re-

searchers estimated the hurricane made landfall with winds of 135 mph (215 km/h), a Cate-

gory 4 on the Saffir-Simpson scale. [1] 

To commemorate this event, this delicate white china plate, edged in gold was created. 

Green impression depicts the "Foot of Center Street after the storm Oct. 2,1898."  This was sold 

in Brady's Furniture Store on 2nd Street as commemorative item for survivors of the 1898 hurri-

cane.  "Made in Austria expressively for P.R. Brady, Fernandina, Fl.” with a distinct border from 

the rest of the collection. 

Many pictures of the aftermath are available in our archives. 

Visit our online archives to explore the past:  

https://ameliamuseum.org/resources/ 

[1] Al Sandrik and Brian Jarvinen (2003). "A Reevaluation of the Georgia and Northeast Florida 

Tropical Cyclone of 2 October 1898". Jacksonville, FL National Weather Service. Retrieved 

2010-11-26. 
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Fall 2021 

Volunteer Spotlight 

Family ties to Ponte Vedra Beach caused 

Pam Fox and Jim Raycraft to retire earlier 

than they initially planned. They completed 

their riverfront home on Amelia Island in May 

2016. As full-time residents, they now live in 

their forever home on the Amelia Island Plan-

tation. Pam wanted to learn as much about 

the island’s history as possible, so she ven-

tured to the Museum of History almost imme-

diately. She found it fascinating and volun-

teered for docent training. With her back-

ground in consulting, sales, public speaking, 

and business development, she’s been a nat-

ural. She completed the training within her 

first year here, and despite getting involved in 

other local volunteer activities such as Barna-

bas and golf at the Amelia Island Club, she 

has stayed with the Museum and remains on 

the weekly schedule Wednesdays at 2 pm. 

She also fills in for other shifts when she can. Pam says, “I am proud of our island’s history and 

the visitors we get at the museum make the tours fun for me too! I encourage others to consid-

er being a docent -- it’s fun to learn the history and it’s nice to share with your friends when 

they visit."  

Pam Fox 

Pam (right) with her husband Jim Raycraft. 

   Image courtesy of Pam Fox. 

 
EXECUTIVE BOARD    

Chairman - Rob Hull 

Vice-Chair - Bill Tilson 

Secretary - Susan Bonnett    

Treasurer - Joe Anderson 

Past Chair -  Susan Martin 
 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Paul Condit    Berta Arias Rob Hicks 

David Roeser    Peggy Bulger    Neil Frink 

Jennifer Harrison Wendall McGahee 

Frank Ofeldt 

STAFF 

Director - Phyllis Davis  

Media & Operations Manager -  

   Jennifer England  

Curator - Summer Bias                      

Education Director - Thea Seagraves       

Archivist - Ronda Outler                     

Operations Asst. - Christopher Collins  

Group Tours - Brenda Brubeck 
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Calendar November • December • January 

 

LUIS SAYS: 

“You can give a Museum 

Membership as a gift. Check 

out the gift shop for other great 

gift ideas, too!” 

Fall 2021 

WEDNESDAY November  3rd 

Brown Bag Lunch at Noon 

with Eric Schmidt 

“History of Paper Making” 

 

THURSDAY November 4th 

Volunteer Party at 4:30 pm 

 

THURSDAY November 11th 

Veterans Day 

The Museum will be OPEN. 

 

FRIDAY November 19th 

3rd on 3rd and Florida Talks 

Lecture Series at 6 pm  

with J. Michael Butler 

“The Magnificent Drama: Martin 

Luther King in St. Augustine” 

 

WEDNESDAY November 24th 

THANKSGIVING EVE 

The Museum is open 10 am - 1 pm 

 

THURSDAY November 25th 

THANKSGIVING DAY 

The Museum is CLOSED. 

 

FRIDAY November 26th 

The Museum will be OPEN. 

WEDNESDAY December 1st 

Brown Bag Lunch at Noon 

with Stephan Leimberg 

“Cuba Photography” 

 

FRIDAY December 3rd & 

SATURDAY December 4th 

HOLIDAY HOME TOUR 

 

FRIDAY December 10th 

Florida Talks Lecture Series at 6 pm 

with David Head 

“The Spanish American Pirates and 

Privateers Who Tried to Conquer 

Florida” 

 

FRIDAY December 17th 

3rd on 3rd  at  6 pm 

Exhibit Opening 

“1821: The Adams-Onís Treaty” 

 

FRIDAY December 24th 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

The Museum is open 10 am - 1 pm 

 

SATURDAY December 25th 

CHRISTMAS 

The Museum is CLOSED. 

 

SUNDAY December 26th 

The Museum will be OPEN. 

 

FRIDAY December 31st 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 

The Museum is open 10 am - 1 pm 

 

SATURDAY January 1st 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

The Museum is CLOSED. 

 

SUNDAY January 2nd 

The Museum will be OPEN. 

 

WEDNESDAY January 5th 

Brown Bag Lunch at Noon 

with Ronda Outler 

“Genealogy 101” 

 

FRIDAY January 21st 

3rd on 3rd  at  6 pm 

Dickie Anderson 

“Great Homes and Churches” 

 

• • • • • 

Happy Holidays to everyone! 

• • • • • 

Special events  and programs are subject to scheduling and 

cost changes, for the most up-to-date information please visit 

our website www.ameliamuseum.org or contact our Curator, 

Summer Bias, at summer@ameliamuseum.org or call 

904-261-7378 x 102. Seating at all programs is on a first come, 

first served basis. 

https://ameliamuseum.org/events/florida-talks-series-2/
https://ameliamuseum.org/events/florida-talks-series-2/
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Find us on the web! 

Website: www.ameliamuseum.org 

Facebook: @ameliamuseum  

Instagram: @ameliamuseum  

Twitter: @ameliamuseum  

Twitch: AmeliaIslandMuseumHistory 

Mon - Sat: 10:00am - 4:00pm 

Sun : 1:00pm - 4:00pm 

Free Friday Hours: 4:00pm - 6:00pm 

233 S. 3rd St. 

Fernandina Beach, Florida 32034 

Adults - $10.00 

Children - $5.00 

Seniors & Active Military - $8.00 

5 and Under - Free 

   Docent led tours at 

   11 a.m. & 2 p.m. 

   Included with Admission 

Phone - 904-261-7378 

Fax - 904-261-9701 

E-mail - info@ameliamuseum.org 

Hours 

Location 

Admission 

Contact 

Fall 2021 

 

DEVELOPMENT CORNER 

Our Annual Membership Drive is 

around the corner. Soon you will be 

receiving a membership renewal let-

ter from AIMH. 

Patron level members have access to 

the NARM program which gives free 

admission to over 800 museums across 

the country, including some in Flori-

da.  Thank you for your support! 
 

For more information contact Phyllis: 

 phyllis@ameliamuseum.org  

 904-261-7378 ext. 101   


