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V

olunteers are at the heart of the
Amelia Island Museum of History.
You help us greet visitors;
provide tours; assist with
fundraisers, building maintenance, archival
services; and so much more. In short, we
could never accomplish what we do throughout the year without the gifts of time each of
you gives so freely every step of the way.
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am delighted to announce the debut of
a project long overdue. The Jailhouse
Timepiece, to be published quarterly,
will be a newsletter created specifically
for Museum of History volunteers.
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If you have suggestions, accolades or
general comments, please reach out to us
at volnews@ameliamuseum.org. 

I

TIMEPIECE EDITOR
HUGH MICHAEL BROWN

—VOLUNTEER PHOTO

Just for you, one of our newest volunteers,
Hugh Michael Brown, has created a
newsletter called Timepiece. Timepiece will
celebrate all of our volunteers and the
invaluable contributions they make.

Thea Seagraves,
Amelia Island
Museum of History
Education Director

A new volunteer, Hugh Michael Brown, will
be its editor. Hugh, who was a longtime
volunteer at the Newark Museum of Art, has
relocated from New Jersey to our beautiful
haven. Working closely with Museum staff
and each of you, Hugh is eager to apply
his editorial skills to create a tool that will
highlight and celebrate the myriad roles
our phenomenal volunteers perform.
I know you will give Timepiece and Hugh
a warm welcome. 

NASSAU COUNTY’S
AFRICAN AMERICAN SCHOOLS
by Summer Bias, Curator, AIMH
AIMH Temporary Gallery—March 25, 2022 to May 13, 2022

C

urated through the Museum’s annual
Student Exhibit Program, in which
local high school students conceive and
design a museum exhibit, Nassau County’s
African American Schools explores the stories of
Fernandina’s Peck High School, Yulee’s Bryant
Academy and Callahan’s Pine Forest Community
School—Nassau County’s African American-only
public schools in the mid-twentieth century.

Researching this exhibit was an eye-opening
experience for the students, many of whom
attend Fernandina Beach High School, which
previously taught only the Island’s white
students. During the research process, students
got the chance to hear the alumni’s oral history
interviews and to ask their own questions when
they met the alumni in person. This one–on–one
interaction showed the students that the
seemingly distant topics they learn about in
history class (for example, racial segregation),
occurred not so long ago. Many of these people
are still living. Their stories can still be recorded.
There are still lessons to learn.
The main takeaway from the exhibit is how
incredibly proud the alumni are of Peck, Bryant
and Pine Forest. These were truly tight-knit
community schools, in which teachers and
parents stood together to give the
Black youth they deeply cared about an
excellent academic, moral and practical
education.The exhibit closes May 13th. 
Top: Circa 1950s social media graphic.
Middle: (1955-56)
Crowning of “Miss Peck High”.
Bottom: (Circa 1950s)Teachers and staff of Pine
Page 3 Forest Community School.
A recording of the three schools’ alumni
discussing their experiences is available at this
Museum Youtube link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=MTJO6IWl-sE&t=404s.
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AIMH VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

L

aura Giordano, born
and raised in Cincinnati,
Ohio, has also lived in
Baker, LA; Toledo, OH;
and Powder Springs, GA.
A retired educator, who moved
to Fernandina Beach in 2015,
she has taught students with
behavior disorders in a public
school setting. Her Museum volunteer activities include being a
Walking Tour guide; a Shrimping
Museum greeter; a Docent for
the Holiday Home and Courtyards
and Cottages Tours; presenting
first person history presentations
as Flossie Borden; helping with
various Youth Camp activities and
designing and repairing costumes
and decorations.
Says Laura, “I still enjoy “teaching”. During activities at the
Museum and when conducting
tours, I always try to find a
common interest with the
Museum guests. I think that
makes whatever program or tour
they are experiencing a little more
personal. I also like to add little
extras to my tours: activities,
giveaways, fun facts. I feel when
guests have a good time they
retain more about Amelia Island’s
marvelous history.” 

H

olly Lane was born
and raised in Atlanta,
Georgia, but spent
every summer on
Amelia Island. She settled fulltime on the Island in October of
2021. Holly is a Project Manager
for a restaurant company, but
in all honesty, she admits she’d
prefer to spend time looking for
shark’s teeth or ensconced with
a book somewhere with a view.
Since becoming an AIMH
volunteer just recently, Holly has
enjoyed being a greeter at the
Shrimping Museum and a server
at the Victorian Tea.
She loves Amelia Island and
wants to share its history with
everyone who visits the Museum.
When asked if she had a modus
operandi for living, Holly replied,
“This isn’t exactly a life philosophy, but I have been working
on developing a stronger
curiosity about people. Learning from others’ experiences is
essential, especially when considering the history of a place or
the people who have inhabited it.
What we experience now will be
tomorrow’s history, so the
more documentation we have,
the better!” 

S

teve Sansbury, a
licensed psychotherapist, was born in
Florence, SC and grew
up in Charleston, SC. Always a
history buff, Steve fondly remembers playing as a child on
the cannons at the Battery in
Charleston. His volunteer work
for the Museum includes being a
docent, conducting ghost tours,
pup crawls, and recently leading
Centre street and Step-On tours.
Says Steve, “It amazes me that
many people dislike history; probably because all the disjointed
facts and dates taught in school
turns them off.” He continues,
“Yet I find people are fascinated
by the stories we tell at the Museum. For example, I remember
a father and son from an Eastern
country. Even though the son
diligently translated for his father
as we walked through the Museum, the father seemed lost. But
when we got to the shrimp boat,
I recounted the story about the
beginning of the shrimping
industry. The father instantly
perked up! Having been a fisherman in his country, he totally
related to the shrimping story.” 
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VOLUNTEER PHOTO GALLERY

◄Left: Presenting a few
of the volunteers Education
Director Thea Seagraves
proudly calls her “Tea Ladies.”
Shown left to right are:
In black: Laura Giordano,
Kathy Grusing and
Danny Wright.
In white aprons:
Diane O’Malley, Holly Lane,
Jana Moore and
Sandra Jaime.

▲Above: Penny Reid, Amelia Island
Museum of History volunteer Greeter,
Page 6 vistors with a cheery smile.
welcomes

▲Above: Docent Steve Sansbury provides
info on the Timucua Indians, Amelia Island’s
first inhabitants.
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VOLUNTEER PHOTO GALLERY

▲Above: New volunteer Karen Tonner
flashes a winning smile in the entrance
of the Museum of History.

▲Above: In addition to her part-time
position assisting Summer Bias,
the Museum of History’s Curator,
Briana Gonzalez
also volunteers
Page 3
when time permits.

▲Above: Docent Tina Pierce gets
ready to conduct her Thursday
morning Museum tour.
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DOCENT’S CHOICE

LOCATION,
LOCATION,
LOCATION.
BY ROB HULL

“L

ocation, location, location” is
what every real estate agent tells
clients who are looking to buy a
home. And “location” is the key factor
contributing to Amelia Island’s colorful history.
Separated from mainland Florida by the
Amelia River, this 13-mile strip of land (little
more than two miles wide at its widest point)
is located at the northeast corner of Florida.
About a mile to its north, across Cumberland
Sound, is Georgia’s Cumberland Island.
The confluence of the Amelia and Saint Mary’s
Rivers is what forms this Sound and it’s why
this area played a crucial role in the history
of not only Florida, but also our nation.
European sailing vessels from the 16th to
mid-19th centuries rarely drew more than
15 feet of water. The Sound, with a mean low
tide of 17 feet, and adjacent to the Atlantic,
enabled ship captains to confidently and
quickly steer clear of oncoming storms and
hurricanes by navigating the four miles to
the safe harbor offered by the confluence of
these two rivers.
Captains also quickly learned that Saint
Mary’s River water offered something else
quite unique: a high level of tannin. With the
river originating in the Okefenokee Swamp
(where decaying swamp vegetation produced
a high concentration of tannin), captains found
that this tannin was toxic to teredo worms [a
mollusk which bore into the sides of wooden
hulled ships]. When these ships achored in
the area for about a week, the teredo worms

▲Map of Northeast Florida, 1854

would die and their attached hard shells
would fall into the river. The absence of
these worms (and their shells) proved to not
only increase a ship’s speed, but also almost
doubled the ship’s life expectancy.
What’s more, the tannin in the water
suppressed the development of algae.
Captains discovered that if they sailed far
enough up the Saint Mary’s, the water
became fresh not brackish. They could fill
their barrels with this “sweet” water and be
able to sail all the way back to Europe without
fear that their drinking water would grow algae
and turn sour.
In addition to its fine natural harbor,
Amelia Island featured a number of other
attractions—which drew a variety of seafarers
during this 350-year period: the high bluffs on
the northern part of the island; a moderate
climate yearlong; hundreds of coves along
both shores of the Amelia River; and an
abundant food supply in the form of fish,
shellfish, small game, nuts and berries,
making the island extremely attractive to
not only pirates, privateers (and others of
questionable morals), but also to European
nations attempting to gain a foothold in the
New World. During this frame of time, France,
Spain and Great Britain planted their flags on
this small island, each contributing to the
mosaic of the island’s fascinating history. 
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REFLECTIONS

LISTEN!

ORAL HISTORY
LISTENING STATIONS
ARE COOL!

I

f you’ve walked through the Museum since its
permanent exhibit was renovated last May,

you’ve probably seen our various oral history
listening stations. But have you tried them out?
While they don’t particularly shout “Listen to me!”,
give them a moment or two of your time and you
might be surprised just how fascinating they can ▲In the Maritime Way of Life listening station
be. Each button starts a 2 to 3 minute clip of an
you can hear Dee Dee Bartels speak about
oral history from our archives. Through these, you her experiences as the first female shrimper in
hear first-person accounts of people who actually Fernandina. Neil Frink details the pogy plants
in Old Town and the opportunities for young
lived the events described in the exhibit. 
Article contributed by Summer Bias, Curator, AIMH

▲The Doing Time exhibit has oral
histories from sheriffs who worked at the Old
Nassau County Jail. Sheriff Windle Brooks
recounts the infamousThanksgiving Day Pot Bust.
Page
6 tons of marijuana from a shrimp
He explains
how
boat ended up on shore and all he could do that
day was issue tickets because the jail
couldn’t hold all the offenders.

people to earn money in the fishing industry.
Nick Deonas speaks about his family’s
shrimping innovations, and more.

▲The Amelia Next listening station offers
several rotating oral histories. You will want to
hear the surpising and powerful clip from
Ernie Albert, the first African American teacher
at Yulee Elementary School.
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THE JOY OF
GIVING WITH HEART!

FROM THE

TIMEPIECE
PODIUM
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Hugh Michael Brown,
TIMEPIECE Editor

T

his is certainly not meant to be a sermon.
However, allow me to share with you
an inspirational quote, uttered by
a respected person of worldwide renown—
who just happened to have been a nun.

Mother Teresa said, “Not all of us can do great things. But we can do
small things with great love.” To me, these simple but impactful words
could possibly be the quintessential essence of the volunteer ethic.
As you offer your energy and talents, whatever they may be
and no matter their strength; consider that it is not so important
how much you give—but that you give...with heart. 
Timepiece is your newsletter.
Your thoughts and captioned photos about how you volunteer are welcome.
Please send submissions to: volnews@ameliamuseum.org
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