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T he News Leader, Florida’s oldest 
weekly newspaper, touted 
the success of the Love 

Legacy Gala, the Museum of 
History’s first in two decades! 

The news story reported “At 
the corner of Eighth and Centre 
Streets… was a scene straight 
out of a Fernandina Beach histo-
ry book. Carriage drivers opened 
their doors for people wearing fan-
cy gowns with top hats paired with 
bow ties.” The Love Legacy Gala 
was held at the impressive Hoyt 
House on Valentine’s Day 2026. 

Gala Photo: Courtesy of  
Ashley Chandler/News-Leader           
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AS  keeper of Amelia Island’s 
stories and history, The 
Amelia Island Museum 

of History provides a powerful, interac-
tive museum experience, as well as live 
community programs, summer activi-
ties for kids, and historical reenactment 
support for many local events. It offers 
all this annually, on a tight budget. And 
with two of its four full-time senior staff 
members retiring soon, the proceeds 
of the recently held Love Legacy Gala 
will greatly help the Museum acquire a 
basic benefits package and small  
retirement stipend. These perks will 
make it easier to attract suitable candi-
dates to carry on the over 40 years of 
experience the Museum will lose when 
those two invaluable staff members 
pass the torch.

To offset costs, local businesses rallied to 
enable the Museum to host its first gala in 
two decades. On Valentine’s Day Febru-
ary 14, 2026, 175 guests attired in cocktail 
or 1870-1910 period costume, were wel-
comed to the Love Legacy Gala. Held on 
the elegant grounds of The Hoyt House, 
which the owners donated, the event fea-
tured a DJ (Ash Street Cigar Parlor), hors 
d’oeuvres, a full catered dinner at tables 
under a tent, fine French wines (Southern 
Glazer), a variety of premium drinks (The 
Decantery, the Palace Saloon and Marlin 
Barrel Distillery), Highclere Castle Gin (a 
la Downton Abbey), music by the Nassau 
County Jazz Band and flowers by  
KP Designs. The finishing touch was a 
photo op: guests could take photos with 
an antique motor car as a momento of the 
night.    

                                           (More Gala photos, Pgs. 4-5)
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top: At the Gala, Media & Operations Manager Helen Myers  
and part-time Operations Assistant Kathryn Culpepper.

Bottom:: A vintage Morgan motor car belonging to 
 Mary Pinkston served as a photo op for guests to snap 
a momento of the glamorous event.



 
WELCOME NEW STAFF MEMBERS

T         irik Peterson, born 
and raised in Dayto-
na Beach, Florida, has 

been appointed Curator of  
the AIMH. A graduate of the  
University of North Florida, 
he earned a bachelor ’s degree 
in History, with a minor in  
African American studies. 
During his time in college, Tirik  
acquired valuable experience in  
research and learned how to present 
his work in a clear, accessible way. 
He also developed a strong appreci-
ation for local history. His roles as a 
substitute teacher and college facil i-
tator have helped him hone interper-
sonal skil ls in mediation, classroom 
management, and working with chil-
dren and young adults.

   Tirik's Curator duties include:  
Curating fixed and rotating exhibits; 
Administering such programs and 
events as Veterans History Project, 
Heritage Keepers, Student Lead 
Exhibits and The Shrimp Festival; 
Directing 3rd on 3rd and Brown Bag 
Lunch Programs; and employing  
Social Media Technology to engage 
the Community.  
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K             athryn Culpepper is  
a part-time Operations 
Assistant of the AIMH. 

She was raised in Nacogdo-
ches, Texas and studied Art 
History and History at the 
University of Texas at Austin. 
After graduating, she enrolled in a 
2-year Bible school program in Ana-
heim, California, where she studied 
church history and took part in a vari-
ety of community and campus-related 
outreach and service.
    Kathryn's Intern duties include:  
Giving tours, writ ing for and attending 
fundraising and outreach events for the 
Museum; research in the archives, f i l ing 
and scanning artifacts, organizing the 
fi les; working with PastPerfect collec-
tions management software; tea server 
at the Victorian teas, dressed in costume 
to present at the Museum's 4th grade 
field trips; and tending the cotton plants 
in the Museum garden
    Kathryn's Part-time Duties include: 
Opening and closing the Museum; work-
ing the cash register and cash reconcil i-
ation to close the register; tech support; 
giving tours; and working on projects in 
the archives.



MUSEUM GALA PHOTO GALLERY

TOP: The brilliantly-lit Hoyt House was the glamorous backdrop as uniformed  
wait staff attended to Love Legacy Gala guests on its immaculate grounds.

BOTTOM: Set up by the pool, the Nassau County Jazz Band  
filled the romantic night air with lively tunes.

Photos courtesy of Ashley Chandler/News-Leader                           Page 4



  

TOP LEFT: Museum Archivist Ronda Outler strikes  
a sultry pose in her black fringed flapper gown.
TOP RIGHT: Education Director Thea Seagraves makes an elegant 
statement in an elaborate golden silk gown.

CENTER: Mary Pinkston, in a fringed burgundy and gold gown, 
allowed her vintage Morgan motor car to serve as a photo op for 
guests at the Love Legacy Gala.

BOTTOM LEFT: Part-time Operations Assistant Kathryn Culpepper 
is ladylike and refined in an emerald green satin gown.    Page 5

MUSEUM GALA PHOTO GALLERY



VOLUNTEER PHOTO GALLERY

TOP: Named The Tumucuan Village, the AIMH's 
contingent of volunteers (costumed as historic 
figures) was awarded 2nd Place Walking Group 
in the 61st Annual Shrimp Festival Parade.
Photo: Christopher Collins

BOTTOM: In December 2025, Museum  
Education Director Thea Seagraves accepted a 
check for $1,162.50 on behalf of the AIMH from 
Peter Hill, President of the Amelia Cruizers Car 
Club. The club was expressing its gratitude that 
Thea volunteered to help during its 8 Flags Car 
show in October 2025.
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 THE COLD WAR AND FRANCIS GARY POWERS

TOP:  Captain Francis Gary Powers was a U-2 
pilot in the United States Air Force.

BELOW: The wreckage of the U-2 Lockheed plane 
Dragon Lady on display at the Central Armed 
Forces Museum in Moscow.

Thank you to Christopher Collins 
for suggesting this story.
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O 
n February 7, 2026,  
Gary Powers, Jr. (son of U-2 

Pilot Francis Gary Powers) spoke at 
the Museum. A staff member of the 
Cold War Museum in Virginia,  
Gary offered insight into Cold War 
locations. He also talked about key 
historical figures who hailed from 
Virginia, as did his father.  
In the aftermath of WWII (9/1/1939-
9/2/1945), The Cold War (1947-1991) 
was a period of geopolitical rivalry 
between the United States, the Soviet 
Union, and their respective allies [the 
capitalist Western Bloc and the  
Communist Eastern Bloc]. Since there 
was no direct fighting between these 
two superpowers, the term cold war 
has been used to describe how each 
supported opposing sides in regional 
conflicts. In addition, their diametrically 
opposed world views caused them to 
exert idealological and economic influ-
ence in both the conventional and nu-
clear weapons arms races. As well, the 
Cold War was "waged" through tech-
nological rivalries in the Space Race, 
espionage, propaganda campaigns, 
embargoes and sports diplomacy.
On May1,1960, American U-2 pilot 
Francis Gary Powers was shot down  
by a Soviet surface-to-air missile over 
Sverdlovsk, Russia. America denied 
it had been conducting photographic 
aerial reconnaissance. However, when 
the Soviets produced the captured 
pilot, parts of the U-2’s surveillance 
equipment and photos of Soviet mili-
tary bases, embarassed U.S. President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower had to admit the 
true purpose of the mission to Soviet 
Leader Nikita Khrushchev. 

After being convicted of espionage, 
Pilot Francis Gary Powers was 
sentenced to three years of impris-
onment plus seven years of hard 
labor. Two years later (in February 
1962), both Powers and Soviet 
intelligence officer Rudolf Abel were 
released in a prisoner exchange. 



2026 SHRIMP FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS DELIVERED!2026 SHRIMP FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS DELIVERED!
T

 The Amelia Island Museum of History is so grateful to its volunteers. Despite thunderstorms that gave 
way to cloudy skies and intermittent drizzle, you delivered at The 61st Isle of Eight Flags Shrimp 

Festival (May 1-3,2026)! Whether you were a parade marcher, gumbo or hot dog cook, dishwasher, 
cashier, server,  etc., or helped set up and take down the gumbo shack tent,  

your steadfast “can-do” attitude beamed brightly until the sun eventually shined through.

COMMUNITY APPRECIATION DAY, 
 Labor Day, Monday, Sept. 7, 2026

Join us for the Museum’s 17th 
annual Community Appreciation Day.

Enjoy FREE ADMISSION to the Museum all day  
and FAMILY-FRIENDLY INDOOR 

& OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES  
from 10 am to 2 pm. Guides will be stationed 
throughout the Museum to answer questions  

and to give deeper insight into our history. 
 For more information call 904-261-7378 x100 

 or visit our website at: www.ameliamuseum.org.
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SAVE THE DATEANNUAL GIVING ANNUAL GIVING 
CAMPAIGNCAMPAIGN

The Museum faces new challenges.
Reductions in state and federal grants 
have created a substantial budget gap. 

What's more, as Executive Director  
Phyllis Davis retires and Education  
Director Thea Seagraves plans her  

retirement, the Museum must find ways  
to lessen the impact of losing their more 

than 40 years of dedicated service.

Please help the Museum continue  
programs the community loves and attract 
the next generation of leadership. Every 
donation—whether $100, $500, $1000,  

or any amount meaningful to you— 
makes a real difference.

To make a tax-deductible contribution,  
visit ameliamuseum.org/donate


